SPONSORING/MONITORING AGENCY NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 10. SPONSOR/MONITOR'S ACRONYM(S)
America is never wholly herself unless she is engaged in high moral principle. We as a people have such a purpose today. It is to make kinder the face of the nation and gentler the face of the world.
President George Bush, 1989 Inaugural
The "Great Game" Is Still Afoot
In the era of the two Afghan Wars, the Imperial Russian
Czar and Queen Victoria's renowned statesmen openly vied for access, influence, and advantage in the geostrategic ring.
They called their bareknuckled battle the "Great Game."
Today, over a hundred years later, the modern-day heirs of these two 19th Century heavyweights have just concluded yet another round in the "Great Game." This political, economic, military, and ideological imbroglio had pitted pluralism against totalitarianism, capitalism against command economics, containment against adventurism, and democracy against communism. After a 45-year "round" of toe-to-toe fisticuffs including its own Afghan War, the United States has not only succeeded in wearing out its Soviet rival but also in scoring a virtual Cold War knockout.
Ironically, even as America lifts its arms in triumph, it finds itself besieged by its own erstwhile fans --old supporters who would now have the victorious superpower 2 retire from the "Great Game," a competition they deem as totally anachronistic. Of course, the articulation of objectives is merely the first step in the development of a full-blown national military strategy. Planners must also identify the concepts and resources --the ways and means --necessary to achieve these goals within the constraints and restrictions of the prevailing environment.
The Concepts and Resources of "Focused Engagement"
The Three Strategic Pillars. The "Focused Engagement"
military strategy rests on three conceptual pillars:
readiness, responsiveness, and resilience. Indeed, fulfillment of the six strategic military objectives demands:
* A superbly trained, equipped, and maintained joint force which is doctrinally, structurally, and materially read Z to accomplish its assigned geographic or functional missions in a unilateral or coalition environment.
* A highly mobile and flexible joint force which can respond in a timely fashion to military contingencies ranging from peacetime engagements to regional hostilities to global nuclear war.
* An expansible joint force which husbands the nation's human, financial, and materiel resources and yet is resilient enough to reconstitute the nation's warfighting potential in times of crisis.
Together these three pillars provide both a solid foundation upon which to build a balanced military strategy and a touchstone by which America's leaders can judge the efficacy of the military establishment they create. Applied to the six specific strategic military objectives noted above, they allow American planners to complete the framing of a comprehensive and coherent "Focused Engagement"
strategy. The remainder of this paper considers these six specific applications in general terms. It focuses on the major ways and means rather than on the details of force structure or budget priorities. But it is in the defensive domain that the proposed strategy entertains the greatest prospects for innovation.
Here, readiness and responsiveness demand the development Certainly, the waning Soviet threat to Eurasia and the Third World will allow us to reduce our overall conventional force structure, but there is little likelihood of realizing a massive "peace dividend" in the foreseeable future.
Ii
Disorder in the wake of Soviet travail, if not disintegration, will demand scrupulous American vigilance.
The modest economies we can effect will result from rationalizing our organizations, relying more heavily on our coalition partners, and taking advantage of high-technology systems which optimize combat power at acceptable levels of risk.
The heart of America's "Focused Engagement"
conventional deterrence and warfighting approach will be 
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In the Pacific, there will be less substantial changes.
The North Korean threat, continuing tensions in Southeast Asia, and Japan's unrelenting "pacifist mentality" will considerably attenuate the potential for dramatic force reductions. U.S. efforts at "coalition integration" will, of necessity, take a more bilateral cast; and American In doing so, it would rely most heavily on the RC. In the supply interdiction arena, the small Latin America Command would take the lead.
Exploiting the "intensive intelligence," "forward presence,"
and "battlefield shaping" principles, the CINC Latin America would conduct intensive, cooperative intelligence gathering 
Climbing into the New Strategic Ring
The renowned Prussian Marshal Helmuth Karl von Moltke, himself no stranger to the "Great Game" of Eurasian geopolitics, once remarked that for the strategist "the problem is to grasp ... the actual situation that is covered 2O by the mist of uncertainty, to appraise the facts correctly and to guess the unknown elements, to reach a decision quickly, and carry it out forcefully .... " Faced with the prospect of climbing into the misty ring of the 21st Century "Great Game," American strategists must grasp not only the essence of the President's "New World Order" vision but also the elusive realities of the dynamic global scene. They must project themselves into the future, take stock of what they see, and then consciously develop a strategic game plan which courts success at acceptable levels of cost and risk.
The "Focused Engagement" military strategy proposed in this paper is but one of many possible post-Cold War game plans. The author's hope is that, in addition to grappling with the uncertain future, it will also satisfy Moltke's definition of a great strategy --"The application of knowledge to practical life, the development of an original idea in accordance with continually changing circumstances," --and thereby provide the framework of a plan that will yield victory in the continuing "Great Game" of international competition.
